
NPA Knowledge Organiser: Year 5 History – Summer 1

Mayan Civilisation

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/mayans/

In this unit, you will learn:

• Characteristic features of the period, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes 
and experiences of men, women and children in the past.

• Reasons for and results of historical events, situations and changes in the 
period.

• To recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways.

ancestor – A family member from long 
ago who someone is descended from.
Archaeologist – A person who studies 
history by digging up objects from the 
past.
Aztecs – The society that lived to the 
west of the Maya in Mexico.
bloodletting ritual – A ritual where the 
ruler of a city state offered their blood 
to the gods.
codex- An illustrated book made by 
the Maya.
jade – A hard stone that is usually 
green. The Maya often used jade to 
make jewellery.
quetzal – A colourful bird which can be 
found in Central America.
scribe – A person who copies out 
documents or writes down the words 
of others.
Xibalba – The name of the Mayan 
underworld. The Maya believed that 
some people went here when they 
died.

Map of the Mayan World:
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw

Jungle gems

The picture above shows a bird 

called a quetzal. Resources such as 

quetzal feathers, cacao beans and 

precious stones like jade were only 

found in Mayan territory. They were 

very valuable to the Maya. Wealthy 

Maya used them to show how rich 

and powerful they were.

Top 5 Maya Facts

1. The Mayans predicted that the 
world would end in 2012

2. Flat foreheads were 
fashionable so they would put 
babies’ heads in a press to 
squash them

3. It was considered beautiful to 
be cross-eyed so parents would 
hang balls in between their 
children’s eyes to make them 
look inwards

4. Mayans sacrificed humans for 
religious and medical reasons. 
It was an honour to be 
sacrificed

5. Noblewomen would file their 
teeth into sharp poimts
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